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30 April 2021
Dear Parents/Guardians,
We are thankful for the resumption of more activities in school while we stay vigilant with our safe
management measures. Our Saints had a fruitful time of learning and growing at our Saints
Learning Festival and P5 Camp.
1. Saints Celebrate
A. Staff Promotion
We would like to congratulate the following staff on their promotion:
1. Mr Anthony Luke Fernandez
2. Miss Foo Siew Li
3. Mr Jimmy Aloysius Lim Boon Heng
4. Mr Henry Roy Jacob
5. Mr Lim Jin Yong
6. Mdm Ong Chong Yan
7. Mdm Revathi D/O Selvaraja
8. Mr Sitt Wei Kian
9. Mdm Tan Soh Kwan
10. Mrs Teo Xian-En Kimberly
11. Mdm Wu Tingting
2. Strategic Thrust 1: Nurturing Holistic Thinkers and Skilled Communicators
A. Saints Learning Festival 2021 on 1 Apr 2021
We continue to create the ‘learning beyond classroom’ experience for our Saints. Guided by the
Educational Career Guidance framework, the team designed an engaging programme focusing on
Career Awareness. We aimed to develop greater self-awareness of strengths and interests
amongst our Saints and help them to be more skills-focused instead of profession-specific focused
as we prepare them for the future.
Our presenters shared passionately about their experiences from different careers. Sincere
appreciation to Mr Cheriyan, Mr Henry and Mr Kelvin Leo (who was also the team leader), for
contributing towards the learning of our Saints.

3. Strategic Thrust 2: Developing Exemplary Character, Growing Community Builders
A. Value of the Month
The Value for April is Self-Discipline
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No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest or
righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. Hebrews 12:11
A Saint takes responsibility for his emotions and behaviour. A Saint also takes charge of
his own learning and is self-directed.
Exacting from the devotion that I shared with the Saints:
Good morning colleagues and saints. Today’s devotion teaches us about the value of selfdiscipline. On page 16 of your Personal Organiser, it is stated what we expect of a Saint when
he shows self-discipline. It means: A Saint takes responsibilities for his emotions and behaviour.
A Saint takes charge of his own learning and is self-directed.
Today we are learning from James 1:23-25 and it reads, “Anyone who listens to the word but
does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at
himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But whoever looks intently into
the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but
doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.”
What does this mean? I believe many of you know what the right thing to do is all the time.
However some of you do not seem to have the habit or the self-discipline to do the right thing.
Every day, you are taught values and when you continue to do the wrong things, you are just like
the person in the bible verse, a man who looks at himself in the mirror and the moment he goes
away, forgets how he looks like. To have self-discipline requires practice. You need to practice
self-discipline. You need to remind yourself to act and behave with self-discipline. You need to
keep practicing until it becomes your natural behaviour.
Let us watch a video and see what we can learn about discipline.
One of the key things I have learnt from the video is that if you want to be successful, you need
to be disciplined. There is hardly any successful person who is not disciplined. The best sports
player, the best dancer, the best musician, even the best game player – they put in hours and
hours to keep practicing. This means that you will need to train both of your mind and your
body. It means that you have the discipline to face your fears and conquer them. If you want to
have muscles, what do you do? You keep exercising a certain part of your body to grow that
muscle right? You keep working on it, repeatedly even when you are tired and when you feel
pain. So if you to have discipline, you need to keep practicing it and exercising your muscle of
self-discipline. Is it easy? No, it would not be easy. It takes the uphill road to do what is right.
These are 3 areas I feel you should practice self-discipline in. First, make it a habit to keep your
table, classroom and corridor neat, tidy and clean. Pick up any litter you see. Make it a habit.
Second, remind yourself to pay attention when someone is speaking. Practice focus and not let
yourself be distracted. Let this be a note to yourself to always pay attention. Last but not least,
manage your emotions. When you are feeling upset, angry or in the heat of an argument,
practice the WATCH framework, use Words to express how you feel instead of using physical
force. Ask for help and Take time to calm down by taking 3 deep breaths and Counting to 10.
Remember to never Hurt anyone in your anger. Another way is to act like you are being
recorded. This will serve as a good reminder to watch how you respond.
Let’s pray. Our heavenly Father, Please help us to have more self-control. Train us Lord, like an
athlete to be strong and determined. Where there are temptations help us to deliberately walk
away from them. Where there are distractions, help us to stay focused and true to the things
which are right and noble. Help us to exercise the muscles of discipline and control at all times.
In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen.
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B. P5 Camp
We are glad that we have successfully organised the P5 camp from 12 to 15 Apr at MOE’s Changi
Campsite. Many of our Saints got to experience activities like kayaking and crabbing. Besides
learning new skills, every class had a good time bonding with one another and building class
identity. We thank the team of teachers who worked very hard to organise and run the camp for
our P5 Saints.
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C. Saints’ Messaging System (SMS)
Introducing an initiative by our SAJS Prefectorial Board 2021 known as the Saints’ Messaging
System or SMS – a platform to get everyone in school on board with key messages such as going
green. The SMS is a platform for the prefects to gather feedback, share interesting articles or
useful bite-sized content with the school. This year, the School Captain and his Ex-co team have
decided to take on several environmental friendly themes such as recycling or saving electricity.
In the first issue of Term 1, the prefects decided that they would use the SMS to broadcast
environmental friendly tips to the rest of the school. They introduced the five key pillars in our
Singapore Green Plan 2030. They even made plans to interview their teachers and to gather tips
on how to reduce our carbon footprint as well as to be more environmentally conscious. Moreover,
in the interest of saving paper – the prefects suggested that their inaugural issue be broadcasted
via the Prefects’ Noticeboard and as a student-friendly lesson package via the Student Learning
System (SLS). They hope that the teachers would find the content they created useful as
additional reading materials too. The prefects also gave an open invitation for the school to
participate in a logo design contest.

D. International Friendship Day (IFD)
We commemorated IFD in the middle of the month. There were activities during Form Teacher
Guidance Period and Social Studies Lessons. The theme for IFD 2021 is 'Singapore in the World'.
It is important for Singapore to maintain good relationships with other countries and to stay
connected within and beyond ASEAN.
Our Saints also enjoyed the selection of books to promote and celebrate friendship. Our
appreciation to Mdm Halimatus, Mdm Alexia Quek, Mrs Rosalind Wong and parent volunteers who
put together meaningful activities and interesting books for our Saints.
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E. Hari Raya Decoration @ School Library
The library was dressed up during this festive season, with the help of Mrs Rosalind Wong and her
team of parent volunteers. Teachers used the Thinking Routine like SEE-THINK-WONDER to
guide our Saints in making connection to the decorations with Hari Raya and its traditions.
Teachers also used books in the library to help our Saints have greater understanding of the Malay
culture and Muslim festivals.
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4. Strategic Thrust 3: Embracing Innovation, Developing Best Practices
A. Sharing at SG Learning Designers Circle
As we continue with our learning of Differentiated Instruction (DI) to enhance our teaching and
learning in class, we celebrate the teachers’ effort in developing best practices and growing
professionally. We affirm the effort of Mdm Chen Qianhui and Mdm Wu Ting Ting in role-modelling
the attitude of continuous learning and improvement. We also applaud their effort in growing the
fraternity as they readily share their learning and experiences at a professional platform like SG
Learning Designers Circle.

5. Strategic Thrust 4: Harnessing to Connect, Connecting to Harness
A. Chinese Language (CL) Workshops
We thank Mdm Lin Jingya and Mr Mu Zhiming for conducting the CL Workshops over two
Saturday mornings – 17 & 24 Apr 2021. The online workshops, covering teaching and learning
strategies were well-received by P5 & P6 Saints and their parents. We would also like to
appreciate all the parents who took time to affirm the good work of Mdm Lin and Mr Mu with your
positive feedback.
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B. e-Parent-Child-Teacher Conference (e-PCTC) on 27 & 28 May 2021
The PCTC is an important partnership platform for home and school to harness our effort in
empowering our Saints to take ownership of their learning and growth. We will take the opportunity
for our Saints to celebrate their learning and articulate their commitment towards character building.
Our teachers will prepare our Saints to share as skilled communicators during the scheduled
sessions. We will continue to leverage technology to facilitate the online sessions. Look out for
details like booking of time slots and log-in instructions next week. We look forward to have 100%
participation from our Saints and their parents/guardians.
C. PSLE 2021: Supporting Students and Parents in Making Secondary School Choices
We trust that parents are aware of the changes with PSLE scoring format and related matters like
indicative PSLE score range for secondary schools and S1 Posting Exercise. We will be
conducting an online briefing session for P5 and P6 parents on 22 May 2021. More details will be
shared with you shortly.

6. Calendar of Events
Date
Event
TERM 2 Week 7
3.5.21
Labour Day (Public Holiday in-lieu)
4.5.21
5.5.21
P4 & P6 SA 1 EL Paper 1 & LC
6.5.21
P4 & P6 SA 1 MT Paper 1 & LC
7.5.21
PAL & CCA (14)
P6 SA1 HMT Paper 1 & 2
TERM 2 Week 8
10.5.21
P4 & P6 SA1 Science
11.5.21
P4 & P6 SA1 EL Paper 2
12.5.21
13.5.21
Hari Raya Puasa (Public Holiday)
14.5.21
PAL & CCA (15)
TERM 2 Week 9
17.5.21
P4 & P6 SA1 MT Paper 2
18.5.21
P4 & P6 SA1 Math
19.5.21
20.5.21
21.5.21
PAL & CCA (16)
22.5.21
P5 & P6 Parents Engagement Session –
“PSLE 2021: Supporting Students and Parents in
Making School Choices”
TERM 2 Week 10
24.5.21
25.5.21
26.5.21
Vesak Day (Public Holiday)
27.5.21
End of Term Service
Parent-Child-Teacher Conference (e-PCTC)
(2.30pm – 4.30pm)
28.5.21
e-PCTC (8am – 4.30pm)

Remarks

Zoom Session
commences at 9am

Last Day of Term
Staggered Dismissal
@ 1.30pm

Our Values
Thanksgiving  Resilience  Unity  Empathy  Wonder  Integrity  Self-Discipline  Excellence

7

On behalf of the staff from SAJS, I would like to wish our Muslim Saints and families, Selamat Hari
Raya Aidilfitri in advance.
Up and On!

With warmest regards,

Ms Patsy Neo
Principal
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